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Telephone Date prepared
25 Dec 2004

Martin Andersen
1774 N. 80 W.
Orem, UT  84057

   USA

801-225-4870

Eva Maria Strangfeld

Martin LeRoy ANDERSEN

M:
P :

18 May 1976
Salt Lake City,Salt Lake,Ut

B :
P :

27 Jul 1954
Boise,Ada,ID

D:
P :

BEPS

Irving EVANS ANDERSEN

M:
P :

29 Jun 1939
LOGAN,Cache,Ut

B :
P :

19 Jan 1909
Brigham City,Box Elder,Utah

D:
P :

23 May 1990
Clearfield,,Utah

BEPS

Marie CHRISTENSEN
B :
P :

20 Aug 1915
Tetonia,Teton,ID

D:
P :

27 Dec 1992
Colorado Springs,Colorado

BEPS

Martin NIELSEN ANDERSEN

M:
P :

13 Jul 1898
Logan Temple,Box Elder,C,Ut

B :
P :

27 Jul 1859
Bjerre,Soro,Denmark

D:
P :

9 May 1938
Brigham City,Box Elder,Ut

BEPS

Mary Jane EVANS
B :
P :

3 Aug 1868
Brigham City,Box Elder,Ut

D:
P :

1 Feb 1919
Brigham City,Box Elder,Ut

BEPS

Neils Peter J CHRISTENSEN

M:
P :

25 Apr 1907
Driggs,Teton,ID

B :
P :

18 Dec 1885
College Ward,LOGAN,C,Utah

D:
P :

16 Oct 1961
Rexburg,Madison,Idaho,USA

BEPS

Lucy RICKS
B :
P :

7 Jan 1889
Rexburg,Madison,ID

D:
P :

15 Oct 1951
Salt Lake City,Salt Lake,Ut

BEPS

Niels ANDERSEN

M:
P :

24 Nov 1853
Denmark

B :
P :

5 Dec 1823
Bjere,Soro,Denmark

D:
P :

17 Dec 1904
Brigham City,Box Elder,Ut

BEPS

Meta Sophia HECTOR
B :
P :

1 Mar 1825
Bogelund,Soro,Denmark

D:
P :

14 Oct 1890
Orslov,Soro,Denmark

BEPS

William EVANS

M:
P :

22 May 1864
Aboard Ship Comi

B :
P :

15 Oct 1836
Den-Shoel-Gerrin,Glmrgn,S-Wls

D:
P :

8 Apr 1917
Brigham City,B-Eldr,Ut

BEPS

Mary Jordan
B :
P :

5 Dec 1844
Merthyr,Glmrgn,S-Wls

D:
P :

8 Dec 1924
Brigham City,B-Eldr,Ut

BEPS

James Neils CHRISTENSEN

M:
P :

25 Dec 1876
Ogden,Weber,Utah

B :
P :

1 Aug 1853
Lille Karlsminda,Z,Denmark

D:
P :

2 Dec 1896
LOGAN,Cache,Utah,USA

BEPS

Anna Sophia Boline Jeppesen
B :
P :

2 Oct 1857
Odense,Fyn,Denmark

D:
P :

3 Feb 1934
Brigham City,Box Elder,Utah

BE S

Josiah RICKS

M:
P :

11 Jul 1868
Salt Lake City,Salt Lake,Ut

B :
P :

27 May 1845
Nauvoo,Hancock,IL

D:
P :

4 Nov 1916
Rexburg,Madison,ID

BEPS

Lucy Ann Merrill
B :
P :

17 Dec 1850
Cottonwood,Salt Lake,Ut

D:
P :

7 Oct 1928
Tetonia,Teton,ID

BEPS

Anders OLSEN

M: 17 Oct 1818
B : 25 Jan 1795

D: 7 Aug 1831

BEPS

Margretha NIELSEN
B : 5 May 1782
D: 7 Aug 1831

BEPS

Johan August HECTOR

M: 21 Oct 1821
B : 1789

D: 13 Nov 1875

BEPS

Anna HANSEN
B : 21 May 1794
D: 9 Oct 1877

BEPS

David EVANS

M:
B : 15 Oct 1803

D: 27 Oct 1848

BE S

Martha Davis
B : 1804
D: Sep 1864

BEPS

David Jordan

M: 1840
B : 7 Feb 1820

D: 26 Nov 1893

B P

Margret Watkins
B : 10 Sep 1816
D: 19 Nov 1900

BE

Christen JENSEN CHRISTENSEN

M: 29 Jan 1842
B : 1 Aug 1818

D: 3 Apr 1890

BE S

Anna Kirstine NIELSEN Petersen
B : 17 Oct 1822
D: 31 Aug 1895

BEPS

Hans Stephan Jeppesen

M: 23 Nov 1854
B : 19 May 1827

D: 16 Nov 1908

BEPS

Anne RASMUSSEN
B : 23 Mar 1830
D: 1 Mar 1909

BEPS

Joel RICKS

M: 17 May 1827
B : 18 Feb 1804

D: 15 Dec 1888

BE S

Eleanor Martin
B : 20 Dec 1807
D: 26 Feb 1882

BEPS

Justin J. Merrill

M: 1840
B : 18 Feb 1806

D: 14 Jan 1889

BEPS

Camilla WIRACK
B : 3 Oct 1816
D: 18 Jan 1887

BE S

Martin
Comment on Text
She was baptized and died crossing Plains of Wyoming

Martin
Note
He died before joining Church.



Conversion Stories to The Church Of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints 
 

1. Niels Andersen 
Mormon missionaries from Utah were holding religious meetings in the neighborhood 
and there was considerable opposition to this new American religion among the local 
towns people. Niels and some of his young friends who had heard about these Mormons 
and some false rumors about them, decided to attend one of their meetings and cause a 
fuss so as to break up the meeting. They learned when and where the next meeting was to 
be held and decided to attend and carry out their plan. 
 
They waited around outside the hall until the last minute and then entered the building 
and took seats at the very rear of the hall and close to the door. Being somewhat uneasy 
about their intentions they wanted to be able to get away quick if it became necessary. 
 
It was customary in these meetings to kneel down by the seats when the prayers were 
said. When the opening prayer was said everyone in the hall got on their knees by their 
seat. Niels, feeling rather uneasy, only bent one knee, thinking that in this position he 
could get away faster if it became necessary. When the prayer was over and he went to 
arise to his feet to take his seat again, the knee that he had not knelt on snapped and went 
stiff, causing him to limp. The meeting progressed and Niels and his companions became 
so interested in the message of the missionaries that they forgot to break up the meeting.   
 
From this time on Niels would slip away and attend all the Mormon meetings he could 
and his knee remained stiff and bothered him until on August 10, 1856 when he was 
baptized in the ocean. As he came up out of the water of baptism his knee snapped and it 
was no longer stiff. 

 
2. Martin Andersen 

In the early part of July or August 1882, Martin sailed for England and America from his 
home country of Denmark, using the money his father had sent.  
  
While crossing the North Sea to England, on a very rough sea, Martin had almost 
drowned in a large fish tank of live fish for food on board the ship. Passengers on board 
the ship were allowed to catch fish from the fish tank on board. While trying to catch a 
fish for his dinner, the motion of the ship as it hit a big wave, dumped Martin into the fish 
tank. The sides of the tank were straight up and there was no help around to rescue him. 
However, he was able to get out of the fish tank and did not drown. 
  
He finally arrived in New York Harbor and was anxious to continue on to Utah by train, 
to join his father. It was just l3 years after the completion of the transcontinental railroad. 
He arrived in Ogden, Utah late in July 1882, or in September. He still had to travel 
another 21 miles by train from Ogden to Brigham City, where he and his father were 
again united. It was a very joyous reunion for them. His father met him and he spent his 
first few nights at the home of the parents of Leo, Scott and Claud J. Hensen on the 
corner of Main and 2nd South Street in Brigham. 



On the 16th of November, 1882, Martin was baptized into the LDS church. This event 
made his father a very happy man. It brought them very close together and gave them 
common goals to strive for and gave them much in common, to be united in the same 
religious belief. 
 

3. William Evans 
Between seventeen and eighteen years old he first heard the Gospel of the Church 

of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints from a fellow worker who used to read scripture and 
talk of the Mormon Church during the noon hour in the mines. This man had joined the 
Church. As Brother Evans could not read himself, he memorized the passages of 
scripture as the man read them. 

It was customary among the young people to gather in crowds at the different 
homes, for an evening of' amusement, singing being the chief recreation. Brother Evans 
was a good singer and was always called upon to sing solos.  In these gatherings he heard 
more of the Gospel, and he would often quote the passages of scripture that he had 
learned in the mines. 

Through this singing he was invited to join the choir in that branch of the 
Mormon Church, and by going to their meetings, he soon embraced the Gospel. 
After joining the Church, 1 Jul 1861 he observed the word of wisdom, and stopped 
drinking tea, which in Wales is a very important part of their food. When he refused his 
tea, his mother was afraid he was not getting enough to eat. Very often she would prepare 
something extra and walk to the mines to give it to him. 
 

4. David Jordan and Margret Watkins 
 

David and Margret were among the very first in their area to embrace the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. They were baptized in January of 1949. 
Their children grew up in the church. 

 
 

At this time there was a large branch of the church in their area of Wales. Their 
family was very faithful and devoted to their new church. David was a good singer 
and also composer and a poet. He composed quite a number of beautiful poems. One 
song in particular was in honor of the Prophet Joseph Smith. As children we remember 
hearing him sing this beautiful song, the music was very sweet and the words were all 
in Welch. 
 

5. Mary Jordan 
 
Mary Jordan, daughter of Mr. And Mrs. David Jordan, was born in Myrthyr Tydfil, South 
Wales, on the 5th day of December 1844. Her parents were converted to Mormonism 
when she was three years of age. And when she was eight years old she was baptized. 
1852. 
 

6. Christen JENSEN CHRISTENSEN 
Christian was a fisherman by trade, following in the footsteps of his own 

father. He also did a little trading. When he was baptized a member of the LDS 



Church on 5 June 1871, his life changed. He and Anna Kirstine, together with 
their six children, all became emigrants and traveled to the United States, then on 
to Utah. They settled in Brigham City, Box Elder County and many of their 
descendants live there to this day. Christian could no longer practice the trade of a 
fisherman, so he became a tailor. 

Christian lived almost 72 years. He died in Brigham City and is buried there. 
 

7. Anna Kirstine NIELSEN Petersen 
Christina's mother was the first of her family to join the church and, to her last 

breath, was true to her first vow. Before long, the spirit of the gathering took hold of the 
family and their attentions turned to arranging their affairs to that end. 

On 5 June 1871, Christina was baptized and confirmed a member of the Church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints by Elder Peter F. Madsen, a missionary from 
Brigham City, Utah. She was then 15 years old, almost 16. Shortly after, the family sold 
their home and cattle and, with faces turned towards the west, they began the journey to 
Zion. 

 
8. James Neils CHRISTENSEN 

In Denmark, James went to school as much as he possibly could. After hearing the 
message of the "Mormon" missionaries, all members of the family past eight years of 
age were baptized. James was baptized a member of The Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints on 8 April 1871 at age 17. 
 
9. Hans Stephan Jeppesen and Anna Rasmussen Jeppesen 

Hans Stephan Jeppesen and Anne Rasmussen were raised in the Lutheran faith, 
but then the "Mormon" Church, as they called it, came into their lives. Anne Rasmussen 
knew the gospel was true the first time she heard it, but she waited several years before 
she was baptized as her husband was very much against the church-in fact, few of the 
people in their town would even listen to the doctrine taught by the LDS missionaries. 

Hans was a fireman and always felt he was too busy to listen to the missionaries 
when they called on his neighbors. One time, he was injured putting out a fire and was 
obliged to stay at home until he got better. They lived in an apartment then and it was 
connected to another apartment by a door. A family who were members of the Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints occupied the connecting apartment. 

One night, the Mormon missionaries were holding a meeting in the neighbors' 
apartment. The neighbors thought that possibly Hans might like to hear the meeting and 
enjoy the good spirit, so told him that if he wished, they would leave the door between 
the apartments open. As Hans listened, he became interested in the talks and asked one 
of the missionaries, Elder Jens Hansen from Spanish Fork, Utah, to come in and explain 
the gospel more fully to him. 

After that first visit, the missionaries came to the Jeppesen home often. Hans 
listened carefully to the discussions and decided to be baptized as soon as he was able. 
He didn't tell his wife Anne  his plans until the day he was going to be baptized, and then 



a missionary told him he had better tell her. When Anne found out her husband was 
going to be baptized, she said, "Why, Father! I've waited seven long years for you, and 
here you were going to be baptized without me." 

Hans Stephen and Anna Rasmussen Jeppesen were both baptized into the LDS 
Church in Denmark on 15 October 1865. 
 
10. Anna Sophia Boline Jeppesen 

Anna's mother's people owned a good dairy herd on a nearby island and there was 
often extra milk, butter and cheese to help feed the growing Jeppsen family. 

Anna's family ware all raised in the Lutheran faith, but when she was a little girl, 
the "Mormon" Church, as they called it, came into their lives. Anna's mother knew the 
gospel was true the first time she heard it, but she waited several years to be baptized 
with her husband. 

Anna's parents felt their children should wait to be baptized until they had each 
learned and understood the doctrines of the gospel and were ready to accept the 
responsibilities of church membership. It wasn't until 12 March 1869, when Anna was a 
little more than 11 years old, that she was baptized into The Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints. 

When all the family members who were old enough had accepted baptism, a 
change came over their relatives. They didn't come to the Jeppsen home anymore with 
the milk, butter, and cheese as they had done so often in the past. Even some of their 
friends turned away from the Jeppsen family. At the school Anna's brothers attended, the 
schoolmaster made "to shame them" about their religion. At times, Anna's brothers came 
home with marks across their backs from beatings the schoolmaster had given them with 
his staff, but the family remained valiant and true to their beliefs. 

Anna's brother, Peter (Peder), had to be taken from the school where once the 
Jeppsen boys had been well liked for their musical talents and jolly ways. They looked 
for work to help feed the family. Peter was called to go out in the evenings with the new 
Elders to help them with the Danish language and was later called to be a missionary 
himself. 
 

11. Joel RICKS 
Joel Ricks, was born on Donaldson Creek farm in Trigg County, Kentucky 18 

February 1804.  He married first Eleanor Martin on May 1, 1827. 
After his marriage, he remained with his father working on the farm until July 15, 

1829, when he visited the new state of Illinois, for the purpose of looking up its 
advantages for settlers.  He made the trip on horseback and after going as far north as 
Madison County, he finally located a farm on Silver Creek, about 20 miles east of Alton.  
He then returned to Kentucky and in company with a brother-in-law, Abel Olive, and 
cousin, William Ricks and their families, he again returned to Illinois on September 12, 
1829. 

About 1830, Mr. Ricks and his wife joined the Campbellite (Christian) Church, 
with which they continued to affiliate with until the fall of 1840, when Mormon 
missionaries came into the neighborhood preaching their doctrines.  Mr. Ricks attended 



one of their meetings out of curiosity, but soon discovered that the new doctrine agreed in 
every respect with his interpretation of the doctrines of Christianity taught by the Savior, 
and his apostles, as recorded in the New Testament.  He, therefore except to the new 
religion and was baptized by elder George Boosinger on June 6, 1841. 

On March 20, 1842, Mr. Ricks started on a visit to Nauvoo, Illinois to see for 
himself what the new church organization was, and what manner of man was Joseph 
Smith, the prophet.  While at Nauvoo, he had several interviews with the prophet and 
with prominent Mormons and returned to his home greatly impressed with what he had 
seen.  In August 1845, he sold out his possessions in Madison County, and in company 
with James Olive, removed with his family to Nauvoo and was thereafter unto the time of 
his death identified with the Mormon organization. 

During his residence at Nauvoo, Mr. Ricks was actively engaged in assisting to 
erect the magnificent temple.  During this period, the prejudice against the Mormon 
people in Illinois was very pronounced, being stirred up by irresponsible people, who 
hoped to profit by expulsion of the Mormons from the state.  Bands of lawless men 
roamed about the country and destroyed hundreds of thousands of dollars worth of 
Mormon property, burning homes, driving away cattle, and in other ways harassing the 
people.  Repeated appeals were made to the governor of the state, but as he seemed to be 
in sympathy with the outlaws, no redress was obtained for their wrongs.  Feeling that 
there was no hope of living at peace with their Christian neighbors, or enjoying their 
rights guaranteed by the Constitution, within the limits of the United States, they 
determined to seek a new home in the wilds of the unknown West.  This exodus was 
determined upon during the season of 1845 and began in the early winter of that year.  
Leaving their possessions to their enemies, thousands of the Saints abandoned their 
homes in the dead of winter, and began the long weary pilgrimage towards the Missouri 
River. 

Mr. Ricks, with several teams, crossed the Mississippi River at Fort Madison, on 
April 27, 1846 and was among the pioneers who crossed the territory of Iowa.  At regular 
intervals these companies tarried for a few days and plowed and sewed large tracts of 
land to be harvested by those who should come after them. 

Arriving at the Missouri River near Council Bluffs in July, Mr. Ricks and family 
made a temporary residence on Silver Creek, where he planted and harvested a crop and 
made other arrangements to continue the journey westward.  In 1847, he sent out one of 
his best teams with a pioneer company, which left the Missouri River for the Rocky 
Mountains.  Under the leadership of Brigham Young, this company, after many hardships 
and trials, reached the Valley of the Great Salt Lake on July 24, 1847, where they 
founded Salt Lake City. 

Mr. Ricks remained at the Missouri River until the spring of 1848, when he joined 
the great company under the leadership of Heber C. Kimball. This company consisted of 
2417 souls and 792 wagons and was probably one of the largest caravans that ever 
crossed the Great Plains.  

 
12. Lucy Ann Merrill 

Lucy Ann was born in SLC on 17 Dec 1850.  She was baptized into the Church in Utah at 
age 16 on 26 Oct 1867 and married Josiah Ricks a year later while 17 years old.  Her parents 
were endowed in Nauvoo in Feb 1846 and moved across the plains to Salt Lake City, but 



their baptism day is recorded as 30 Oct 1967.  Most likely her parents were baptized in 
Nauvoo. 
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